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In addition to Marx's writings, this book consists of introductions to various sections of Marx's

writings by Prof Kamenka, a chronology of events in Marx's life, letters and other documents by and

about him and a glossary of Marxian terms. The writings can be tedious, windy full of run-on

sentences, sometimes unreadable. I skipped some of them, including his speech "Value, price and

profit," which Kamenka claims was a good laymen's introduction to the ideas of "Capital," but I gave

it up after a few pages. The first section of writings is from before 1844. In the tradition of the

enlightenment, he discusses the concept of "alienation," how human nature is based on the need to

maximize one's creative potential. Yet under capitalism, the worker is turned into a machine; the

product he makes, or help makes under the division of labor, does not give him any value, but the

wealth from it goes to his boss. The workers intellectual capabilities and self-esteem are stunted.

Thus, a truly just society would give the worker the freedom to pursue his dreams, not having to

worry about renting himself out to capitalists to survive. Workers, those who actually produce



wealth, would directly manage businesses (not state bureaucrats).As we progress along the years

with Marx, he begins to develop his redoubtable historical materialist conception of history. This is a

"scientific" thesis that all societies pass through slavery, feudalism, and capitalism and then

capitalism starts to break down because of its own "contradictions." In unrestrained capitalism,

capitalists try to maximize profit anyway they can. They build up excess capacity of factories and

other facilities to try to compete but unfortunately in unregulated competition, all but a select few are

destroyed. The petit bourgeoisie i.e.
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